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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend David F. Dzermejko,
Mary, Mother of the Church, Charleroi,
PA, offered the following prayer:

God of Abraham, lIsaac, and Jacob,
and Father of the Lord Jesus, in the
elective leadership of our office, we
gather as members of this magnificent
assembly of Representatives, filled
with the desire to serve all our people,
irrespective of their color, creed, or so-
cial class, and at this moment we seek
Your divine presence in our midst.

In this 221st year of our independ-
ence, so beautifully commemorated at
the beginning of this month, we once
more pledge ourselves to You as did the
founding generation of our mighty Na-
tion, and look for Your guiding spirit
to give us wisdom beyond our years,
justice beyond our geographic bound-
aries, and truth beyond our political
affiliation.

We pray that the legislative decisions
we make this day will reflect the glory
of Your kingdom where one day we
shall together share life forever. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. MASCARA]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MASCARA led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment bills of the House
of the following titles:

H.R. 709. An act to reauthorize and amend
the National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992,
and for other purposes; and

H.R. 1226. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent the unau-
thorized inspection of tax returns or tax re-
turn information.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 2158. An act making appropriations
for the Departments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and for
sundry independent agencies, commissions,
corporations, and offices for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2158) ““An Act making ap-
propriations for the Departments of
Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and for sundry
independent agencies, commissions,
corporations, and offices for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1998, and for
other purposes,” requests a conference
with the House on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon, and
appoints Mr. BOND, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CAMPBELL,
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mrs. BoXER, and Mr. BYRD, to be
the conferees on the part of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed concurrent resolu-
tions of the following titles, in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. Con. Res. 40. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
the OAS-CIAV Mission in Nicaragua; and

S. Con. Res. 41. Concurrent resolution call-
ing for a United States initiative seeking a

just and peaceful resolution of the situation
on Cyprus.

WELCOMING FATHER DAVID
DZERMEJKO, GUEST CHAPLAIN

(Mr. MASCARA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to welcome Father David F.
Dzermejko, my pastor and today’s
guest chaplain, to our Nation’s Capital.

Father David, along with Father
John Marcucci, are the dedicated and
hard-working spiritual leaders of Mary,
Mother of the Church, my parish back
in Charleroi, PA.

I would like to thank Dr. Ford, the
House Chaplain, for his kindness and
assistance in extending an invitation
to Father David to give the opening
prayer at this session of the U.S. House
of Representatives. | am sure his mes-
sage will help guide us through our
journey today as we do legislative
work.

I know Father David joins me in
sending greetings and best wishes to
Father John and the entire parish fam-
ily at Mary, Mother of the Church.

While many of us on Capitol Hill talk
about family values, | can say without
hesitation and qualification that our
parish family could serve as a national
model for family values. The church
has certainly served as an inspiration
to my wife Dolores, me, and my entire
family.

Hopefully Father David will enjoy his
stay in Washington, DC. | assure every-
one back home that I will take excel-
lent care of the good Father.

Father David, again welcome and
thanks for joining me in this morning’s
opening session. It is truly an honor to
have you with us today.
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ENTRY OF PIO-
NEERS INTO THE STATE OF
UTAH

(Mr. CANNON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of today’s 150th anniversary of
the entry of the pioneers into Utah.
The pioneer exodus was an event of
monumental proportions. Seeking a
land of opportunity and freedom, over
80,000 Mormon pioneers made the trek
west in wagons, on horses, and on foot,
covering the rugged trail from the
shores of the Mississippi to the valley
of the Great Salt Lake. It was blister-
ing hot in the summer and deathly cold
in the winter. Obstacles included dis-
ease, fatigue, hunger, and hostile na-
tives.

My great grandfather, George Q. Can-
non, was among those pioneers. At the
age of 17, he lost both parents along
the trail. Yet young George trekked
on. He went on to become a Utah lead-
er, fighting for statehood while serving
in this very body as a territorial rep-
resentative.

Today | honor my ancestor and his
fellow pioneers for having the courage,
fortitude, and the faith in every foot-
step to push on despite the obstacles,
creating a legacy of faith and freedom.

TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES WHO
TRULY NEED IT

(Mr. GEPHARDT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks and include extraneous
material.)

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to introduce to all of my
colleagues the Boyer family of Ste.
Genevieve, MO, in my district. No
strangers to hard work and sacrifice,
the Boyers are struggling to provide
their children with a quality edu-
cation.

Cecil is a janitor in the County Sher-
iff’s Department; Mary, a biology and
algebra teacher for the past 23 years at
Valle Catholic High School, has started
working a second job as an attendant
at a local gas station.

Now not only are the Boyers taking
out student loans, but their daughter,
Cathy, a junior at Central Missouri
State and their son, Kevin, a Jefferson
Community College student are also
working part-time jobs. Combined, the
Boyer family, four people working five
jobs, make about $50,000 a year, middle
class by anybody’s definition of the
word.

Under the Democratic tax plan, the
Boyers would receive a $1,584 tax cut;
under the Republican vision of tax re-
lief the Boyers would receive only $528
in tax cuts.

Republicans have taken weeks to
reach agreement on a unified tax cut
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proposal, but for most middle-income
families like the Boyers it was not
worth waiting for.

We hope the President can persuade
Republicans to move toward the Demo-
cratic tax cut and direct relief into the
pockets of the families who truly need
it.

MOVING TOWARD THE GOAL OF
LESS GOVERNMENT AND MORE
FREEDOM FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. RYUN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RYUN. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing | would like to review some recent
history. It is a matter of record that
the American people have not had a
tax cut in 16 years. It is also a matter
of record that the Federal budget has
not balanced in 28 years. It is a matter
of record that we have never had Medi-
care reform.

Mr. Speaker, the 105th Congress is
about to change all of that. This Con-
gress is on the verge of passing the
first tax cut in 16 years. This Congress
is about to achieve the first balanced
budget since 1969. This Congress is
about to enact the first major reform
in the Medicare Program in history.

While | do not believe the tax cuts go
far enough and the budget will not be
balanced soon enough, | do believe that
we are moving toward the goal of less
government and more freedom for the
citizens of this Nation. The American
people whom we serve deserve this.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR PRO-
VISION IS BAD FOR THE FUTURE
OF OUR ECONOMY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the
independent contractor provision is a
potential disaster for the working peo-
ple of our country. What would it do if
adopted?

It would take away health care and
pension benefits from millions of em-
ployees.

It would punish socially responsible
employers and reward companies which
refuse to invest in their workers.

It would mean an instant tax in-
crease for workers who would pay
twice as much in Medicare and Social
Security taxes.

It would deny workers their legal
protections against sex, race, age, and
disability discrimination.

It would lead to the misclassification
of millions of employees, and this
would cost the U.S. Treasury billions
of dollars.

Mr. Speaker, the independent con-
tractor clause is bad for employees, bad
for legitimate businesses, and bad for
the future of our economy. Twelve Re-
publicans wrote to the Speaker of the
House citing their serious reservations

July 24, 1997

about this clause. Seventy-nine Demo-
crats wrote to the President asking
him to delete this provision.

Let us reaffirm our commitment to
America’s workers and eliminate this
provision from the final budget bill.

REPUBLICANS WANT TO EMPOWER

FAMILIES BY TAKING AWAY
SPENDING DECISIONS OF IRS
AND PUTTING THEM BACK

WHERE THEY BELONG

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, every
morning in America, working families
get up, send someone to work, some-
times two parents to work; they earn a
paycheck, and they are required by law
to send a big chunk of it back to the
IRS in Washington, DC, so bureaucrats
can make spending decisions for their
families.

The Republicans in this Congress
have proposed empowering families by
taking those spending decisions away
from the IRS and putting them back
where they belong.

Our friends on the left do not agree
with that proposal. They want to stop
this tax cut, and the only way they can
do it is to find some reason to be
against it, and the argument we hear
day after day is that it is a tax cut for
the rich.

We should ask ourselves who they
mean by the rich. They mean people
earning $50,000 a year, like the family
that the distinguished gentleman from
Missouri [Mr. GEPHARDT] showed us. If
someone owns a TV set and can listen
to this debate, they are probably the
rich they are talking about.

AMERICA’S WORKING FAMILIES
DESERVE TAX RELIEF, NOT A
TIME BOMB

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the $50,000
argument my friend makes; it is not
$50,000. Sixty percent of their bill, their
tax bill, goes to people who make
$250,000 a year or more. This tax plan is
a time bomb. It reminds me of those
crazy TV furniture commercials that
we see on TV: No money down, no in-
terest, no payment until 1999.

Mr. Speaker, who is going to get
stuck with the bill taking care of these
people making a quarter of a million a
year that are going to get 60 percent of
this bill? It is going to be America’s
working families.

Under this bill, a young police officer
supporting a family makes $23,000 a
year, puts his life on the line every
day. He would not get a single dollar in
child tax credit, not a single dollar.
But when the deficit starts to soar
again, he is going to foot the bill for
those millionaires and those wealthy
people.
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